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The Bible and Hermeneutics:
Interpreting Scripture According to the Seriptures
by
Richard M. Davidson

Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
Andrews University

How shall we approach Scripture? With what hermeneutic shalt we conduct our
theological investigations? A bewildering array of past and current hermenentical theories
confronts vs. These range from the allegorical hermeneutic of the Alexandrian school and the
tnedieval Church, to the Hteral-historical and typological hermenentic of the Antiochene school
and the Protestant Reformers; from the anti-supernatural rationalist (historical -critical)
hermeneutic of the Enlightenment to Schiciermacher’s hermeneutic of subjective
understanding; from the neo-orthodoxy of Barth and Branner, to the existentialist models of
Heidegger and Bultmann; from the metacritical hermeneutical theories of Gadamer and
Pannenberg, to the hermeneutic of suspicion and retrieval of Paul Ricoeur; from the
hermeneutics of sccio-critical theory (including liberation and feminist hermeneutics) to the
pew literary-critical hermencutical approaches {rhetorical criticism, New Criticism,
structuralism, sesniotics, narrative theory, etc.); from reader-response criticism to radical

deconsiructionism. !

‘See Anthony C. Thiselton, New Horizons in Hermeneutics: The Theory and Practice of
Transforming Biblical Reading (Grand Rapids, ML: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992) for an
overview of these hermenentical approaches.
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Ia the face of this plethora of saggested hermeneutical methodologies, how shail we
proceed in cur approach toward Scripmtre? It appears evident that without specific divine
revelation on the subject of hermenentics, we will never be able o find our way through the
maze of human theories. On the other hand, if we accept the full authority of Scriptere’ with
regard (o other biblical doctrines, should we not also expect to find in Scripture the divine
perspective or how 10 interpret Scripiure?  Just as we go to Scripmre to find the doctrines of
God, humanity, sin, eschatology, etc., so it is appropriate, yes, essential, that we should go to
Scripture itself to discover the doctrine of Scripmre, and in particular, to iearn the Scripturaj
teaching on hermeneutics as a basis for constructing a theology that is hermeneutically faithful
to Scripture. Unfortumately, this has rarely been attempied in the history of bitlical
hermeneutics. Most monographs on bibical hermeneutics simply set forth the author’s own
list of hermeneutica! principles, without allowing these principles of interpretation io emerge

from Scripiure itsetf.

*This paper does not deal with the issue of epistemology (i.¢., how we come to believe,
and in particutar, how we come to accept the authority of Scripture); in the pages that follow
we assume an acoeptance of the Bible as the Word of God. Within this presupposition of faith,
the question that occupies our attention is the issue of biblical hermeneutics, i.e., how to
properly interpret Scripture.

*This is not the place for a full-blown discussion of Revelation-Inspiration-Illumination.
The doctrine of revelation-inspiration is foundationai to the whole enterprise of biblicat
mierpreiation. According to the biblical record God has revealed Himself and His will in
specific statements of propositional tth to His prophets (Heb 1:13. Through the inspiratton of
the Spirit He has enabied His prophets to communicate the divine revelation as the trustwoithy
and authoritative Word of God (2 Tim 3:15-16; 2 Pet 1:19-21). The same Spirit who has
inspired the prophets has been promised to illuminate the minds of those who seek to
understand the meaning of the divine revelation (Fohn 14:26; 1 Cor 2:10-14).
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Of course as we come to Scripture, we must acknowledge our own biases and pre-
understandings, but we come willing, and claiming the divine promise, that the Spirit will
bring our presuppositions ever more in harmony with the biblical presuppositions (see John
16:13; 14:16, 17, 26, etc.). In this paper an attempt is made 10 summarize the main contours
of the Scriptural presuppositions and principles of interpretation, as they emerge from a study
of the biblical passages that speak te this topic.!

First, | present four foundational principles for Biblical interpretation, which may be
considered as hermeneutical “first principles.” These include:

A. By the Bible and the Bible Alone (Sola Scriptura)

B. The Totality of Scripture (Tota Scriptura)

C. The Analogy of Scripture (4nalogia Scripturae)

D. Spiritsal Things Spiritually Discerned (Spiritalia Spiratafiter Examinatur)

Each of these principles has several corollaries or sub-categornies, which are briefly
discussed. Then follows discussion of six specific, practical, sieps or guidelines for biblica!
interpretation that arise out of Scripture. These include:

. Text and Translation

Historical Context/Questions of Introduction

Literary Conrext/Anatysis

. Grammatical/Syntactical/Semantic Analysis

. Theological Context/ Analysis
Contemporary Application

mED 0w

A conciuting appendix contrasts the two major hermenentical methods employed in current

scholarty discussion, evalvating them according to Biblical principles.

*Many of these points are adapted from, and build upon, the author’s article, “Biblica]
Interpretation,” in the Handbook of Seventh-day Advenzisy Theology, Commentary Series, vol.
12 (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 2000, 58-104.

4
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L. Foundational (“First”) Principles for Biblical Interpretation
A, By the Bible and the Bible Ounly (Sola Scripturay’

The most fundamental principle set forth by Scripture concerning itself is that the Bible
alone is the final norm® of wuth, the ultimate court of appeal, the only authority by which all
other authorities miust be tested. The classical text which expresses this basic premise is Isa
8:20 (NIV}): “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word,
they have no light of dawn.” The two Hebrew words tdrah {“Law™) and teudak
{*testimony™} poitit to the two loci of authority in Isaiah’s day which now constitute holy
Scripture: the Pentatench {the Torah or Law of Moses) and the testimony of the prophets to the
previously revealed will of God in the Torah. Jesus summarized the two divisions of OT
Scripture similarly when He referred to the “Law and the prophets” (Matt 5:17; 11:13; 22:40).
The NT adds the authoritative revelation given by Jesus and His apostolic witnesses {see Eph
2:20; 3:5).

1. The Final Authority of Scripture

Isaiah warned apostate Israg] against furning from the authority of the Law and the

Prophets to seek counsel from spiritist mediums (Isa 8:19), In the NT era other sourges of

*Note that 1 translate sola Scriptura as “By the Bible ané the Bibie ooly,” not simply
“The Bible and the Bible only.” Although the phrase can theoretically be transiated either
way, since the Latin nominative and the ablative {(“By™) have the same form. But in harmony
with the other two “solg’s™ in the Protestant Reformation, sola fide and sola gratia, which
clesrly are used in the ablative, meaning “By faith alone” and “By grace alone™ respectively, it
is likely that this should also be the case for sofa Scriprura. The Reformers understood
(correctly, 1 believe), that Scripture is ot the anly authority, but Scripture is the sole authority
by whick all the others are testad.

% use the term “norm” in the theological meaning of “standard” or “authority™ and not
in the sense of “rypical” or “average” as in the social sciences.
5



authority were threatening to usurp the final authority of the bibiical revelation, One of these |
was tradiion. But Jesus and Paul clearly indicate that Scriptore is the superior authority over
tradition, inciuding the tradition of the religious authorities (Mait 15:3, 6&; Col 2:8). This does
not deny the usefalness of Judeo-Christian tradition, as some wrongly interpret soler Scripturs,
but rather upholds the unique role of Scripture over 21l tradition as the final norm of truth.
Tradition, even ecclesiastical tradition, must be mdged by Scripture. Scriptare alone is
infallible.”

Paul also emphatically rejects another source of authority, that of luman philosophy, as
final norm of truth for the Christian (Col 2:8). Even the Philosophical presuppositions of
fundamental theoiogy must be judged by the standard of sola Scripturg. Much of Christizn
fundamental thinking (“the principles behind the principles™) since shortly after NT times has
been dominated by duatistic (Piatonic-Aristotelian) philesophical foundations which Dresent a
concept of God in which the divinity is essentially timeless, and thus can pever intervens in, or
even enter space and time. Thus the passages in Scripture that speak of Ged dwelling in a
spatio-temporat reality, the heavenly {and earthly) sanctuary, must be deconstructed and
reinterpreted in allegorical, figurative, or metaphoricat terms. The biblical teaching of the

sanctuary, in particular, constitutes a call to Christians for a radicat return 1o the biblical

"The so-called “Weslyan quadrangle,” which upholds four sources of authority—
Scriptute, reason, tradition, and experience-—points to four important aspects of Biblical faith,
but according to Scripture’s own testimony, the Bible must remain the sole fing] authority in
matters of faith and practice, and the sole final foundation according to which ail other
authorities must be judged.
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realism of sola Scripiura that views the being of God compatible with, and thus able o enter,
space and time *

Paul likewise rejects human “knowledge™ (KJV “science™; Greek grdbis) as the final
authority (1 Tim 6:20). Both OT and NT writers point out that since the Fall in Eden, nature
has become depraved (Gen 3:17-18; Rom 8:20-21) and no longer perfectly reflects truth.
Nature, rightly enderstood, is in harmony with God's written revelation in Scripture {sze Ps
19:1-6 [revelation of God in nature] and vv. 7-11 [revelation of the Lord in Scripture]); but as
2 Jimited and broken source of knowledge about God and reality, it must be held subservient
to, and interpreted by, the final avthority of Scripture (Rom 1:20-23; 2:14-16; 3:1-2).

Humankind’s mental and emotional faculties have alsa become depraved since the Fall;
bt even before the Fall, neither human reason nor experience could safely be trusted apart
from or superior 0 God's Word. This was the very point upon which Eve fell—tnsing her
own reasen and emotions over the Word of God (Gen 3:1-6). Fhe wisest man in history (who
vltimately failed to heed his own warning} perceptively observed: “There is a way that seems
right to a man, but its end is the way to death” (Prov 14:12),

2. The Sufficiency of Scripture

The principle of sola Scriprura implies the coroltary of the sufficiency of Scripturs.
The Bible stands alone as the unerring guide to wuth; it is sufficient 10 make ope wise urio

salvation (2 Tim 3:15). It is the standard by which all doctrite and experience musi be tested

“See especially Fernando Canale, “Philosophical Foundations and the Biblical
Sanctizary,” Ardrews University Seminary Studies 36/2 (Autumn 1998); 183-206. The biblical
God is indeed not bound by space and time, but can nonetheless truly intervene in, and enter
spatio-temporal reality.
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{2 Tim 3:16-17; Ps £19:105; Prov 30:5, 6; Isa 8:20; Jomn 17:17; Acts 17:11; 2 Thess 3:14;
Heb 4:12). Scriprore thms provides the framework, the divine perspective, the foundationa!
principles, for every branch of knowledge and experience. All additional knowledpe and
experience, or revelation, must build upen and remain faithfil to, the all-sufficient foundation
of Scripture. The sufficiency of Scripiure i3 not just in the sense of materig! sufficiency, i.e.,
that Scripture contains all the truths necessary for salvation. Tt is also in the sense of the
Jormal sufficiency of Scripture, i.e., that the Bible alone is sufficient in clatity so that no
infallible ecclesiologicat teaching magisterium is required to rightly interpres it.

Thus is confirmed the rallying cry of the Reformation—stg Scriptura, “By Scripture
alone,” the Bible and the Bibie only as the final norm for truth, All other sources of
knowledge 26 experience must be tested by this unerring standard. The #ppropriate human
response must be one of 1otal surrender to the ultimate authority of the word of God (Isa 66:2).
B. The Totality of Scripture (Totz Scriptura)

A second general principle of interpretation that emerges from the Bible is the totality
of Scripture {fota Scriptura), Tt is not enciigh to affimm the priority of Scripmre. Those like
Martin Luther, who called for sola Scriptura, but failed to folly accept the Scriptures in their
totality, have ended up with a “canon within the canon.” For Luther this meant depreciating
the book of James (as an “epistle of straw”) and despising other portions of Scripture (as
presenting the way of Law and not the Gospel).

The self-testimony of Scripture is clear in 2 Fim 3:16-17- “All scripture is inspired by
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for cotrection, and for training in rightecusness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

8
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Aff Scripure—nojust part—iinspired by God. This certainly includes the whole OT,
the canonical Scriptures of the apostolic church (see Luke 24:17, 32, 44-45: Rom 1:2;3:2; 2
Pet 1:21; etc.). But for Paul it also includes the NT sacred writings as well. Paul’s use of the
word “scripture” (graphé, “writing™) in his first epistle to Timothy (5:18) points in ¢his
direction. He introduces two quotations with the words “Scripture says,” one from Dent 25:4
in the OT, and one from the words of Jesus recorded in Luke 10:7. The word “scripture” thus
1s used simultaneously and synonymously to refer to both the OT and the gospel accounts in
the technical semse of “inspired, sacred, authoritative writings,”

Numerous passages in the gospels assert their wruthfulness and authority on the same
level as the OT Scriptures {e.g., John 1:1-3 paralleling Gen 1:1; John 14:26: 16:12; 19:35;
21:24; Luke 1:2-4; Matthew 1 paralleling Genesis 5; Matt 23:34). Petet’s use of the term
“scripuies” for Paul’s writings supports this conclusion {2 Pet 3:15, 18) [* 5o aiso our beloved
brother Paul wrode to you according to the wisdom given him, speaking of this as he does in all
his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable
twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptuzes.”) By comparing Paul's letters to
the “other Scriptures,” Peter mplies that Paul's correspondence is part of Scripture.

The NT is the apostolic witmess o Jesus and to His fulfillment of the OT types and
prophecies. Jesus promised the twelve apostles to send the Holy Spirit to bring to their
remembrance the things He had said (John 14:26). Paul states that “the mysiery of Christ™
was “revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit™ (Eph 3:4-5). The apostles held a
unigue, unrepeatable position in history (Eph 2:20) as bearing witness of direct contact with
the humanity of Christ (Luke 1:2; Gal 1:11-17; 2 Pet 1:16; 1 John 1:1-4). This certainly

9



validates the apostolic writings by the apostles like Peter, John, and Matthew. Paa) ls0 was
called to be an apostle (see Rom 1:1, 1 Cor 1:1, and the greetings in the other Pauline
£pistles), and he indicates that his writings are given under the teadership of the Holy Spirit
and have full apostolic authority (1 Cor 7:40; 12:13; 14:37; 2 Cor 3:5-6; 4:13; Gal 1:11-12: 1
Thess 5:27; 2 Thess 3:6-15). Thus the NT embodies the witness of the apostles, either
directly, or indirectly through heir close associates Mark, Luke, Jarnes, and Jude (see Luke
L:1-3; Acts 12:12, 25; 15:37; 16:11; Col 4:10, 14; 2 Tim 4:11; Phim 243,

The principle of tota Scriptura involves several related issues/corollaries.

1. Tota Seriptura and the Canon

What is the full extent of the Biblical canon, and what forces/sources “authorized”™ the
various biblical writings to be canonical? The canonization of both OT and NT is not a
product of human apencias but of the Holy Spirit, and that the canonical books contain inferma}
self-anthentifying and self validating qualities that were recognized as such by the community
of faith.”

Regarding the OT, Adventists, along with other Protestants, accept only the 39 books
of the Hebrew Bible, and not the so-cafled deuterocanonical books of the Apocrypha. The
latter books, while containing some helpfut historical information, were not written by ingpired

prophets, but came after the close of the OT prophetic period (ca. 400 B.C.)." Adventists

*See, especially, Gerbard F. Hasel, “Divine Inspiration and the Caron of the Bible,”
Journal of the Adventist Theological Society 5/1 (1994): 68-105.

"®For further discussion of additional reasons why Protestants (incloding Adventists) do
not accept the canoricity of the Apocrypha, see, ¢.g., Norman L. Geisler and Ralph E.
MacKenzie, Romar Catholics and Evangelicals: Agreemenis and Differences (Grand Rapids,
MI: Baker, 1995}, 157-175; Hasel, 74-75.

10
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accept a sixth-century date for the writing of Daniel (in harmony with the internal claims of the
book), and place the canonization of the OT in the time of Ezra and Nebemiah (¢a. 400 B.C.),
both of whom as prophets played  role in popularizing and #ffirming the canonized books
among the Jewish peaple (Ezra 7:10; Neh 8:2-8). Jesus Himself recognized the three-part
Hebrew canon (Luke 24:44), which was later reaffirmed at the Councij of Jamnia (ca. 90
AD)H

Regarding the NT, we have already noted above the apostolic witness inherent in all of
these writings—albritten by an inspired apostle or an apostle’s direct disciple who was an
inspired eyewitness—andhus the cancn of the NT was closed by the end of the first century
when the last inspired apostolic document had been written. Such inspired
apostolicity/canonicity was eventually recogaized by the NT covenant community. The
Church “came to recognize, accept, ard confirm the self-authenticating quality of certain
documents that imposed themselves as such upon the Church, " In sumn, the Chureh did not
determine the Canon, but discovered it, did not regufate the canon, but recognized it; the
Church is not the morher of the canon, but the ehifd of the Canon, not its magistrate, bt jts
ririster, Mot its fudge, buc its witness, not its master, but its servant.”

As Scripture predicts, the divine gift of prophecy continues it the Church beyond the
close of the canon in NT times, and especially “in the last days™ (Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21;
Eph 4:8, 11-13; Rev 12:17; 19:10; 22:9). Seventh-day Adventists recogitize such prophetic
gift in the writings of Ellen G. White. But ber wriings are not considered canorical, and the
Bible alone, and not her writings, is the standard by which all feaching anid experience
(includiti hers) must be tested.

11



2. Inseparable Union of the Divine and Human

All Scripture, both OT and NT, is of divine origin. ¥ is “inspired by God,” fiterally
“God-breathed” (2 Tim 3:16). The picture here is that of the divine “wind” or Spirit coming
upon the prophet, so that Scripeure is a product of the divine creative breath. Thus it is fulty
authoritative: profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness.

4 corollary of the rota Seriptura principle is that alf Scripture is an indivisible,
indistinguishable union of the divine and the human. A key biblical passage which ciarifies the
divine nature of Scripture in relation to the human dimensions of the biblical writers is 2 Pet
1:19-21 (NIV): “And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do
well to pay attention to it as to a fight shining in a dark place, unil the day dawns any the
mofning star rises in your hearts. Above all you nmust understand that no prophecy of
Scripture came sbout by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in
the will [thel@na] of man, but men spoke from God as they were carrfed along [pherd] by the
Holy Spirie.”

Several related points are developed in these verses. V. 19 underscores the
trustworthiness of Scripture: it is “the prophetic word made more certain.” In v, 20 we learn

whty this so: because the prophecy is not a matter of the prophet’s own interpretation, ie., the

"For discussion of the pew scholarly consensus that rejects the older theory that the OT
canon was not fixed till the Councit of Jamaia, see Hasel, %0-96; and Jack P. Lewis, “Jamnia
Revisited,” in The Canon Debate, ed. Lee Martin McDonald and James A Sanders (Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 2002), 146-162.

“Bruce M. Metzger, The Canon of the New Testament: Its Origin, Development, and
Significemce (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987), 287.

BAdapted from Geisler an MeKenzie, 173.
12
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prophet does not intrude his own interpretation. The context here primarily points to the
prophet giving the message, who dees not intmide his cwn ideas into the message, although the
implication may be heeded by the non-imspired interpreter of Scripture.

V. 21 elaborates on this point: prophecy does not come by the thelana—ihe initiative,
the impulse, the will-—ofhe heman agent; the prophets are not communicating cn their own.
Rather, the Bible writers were prophets who spoke as they were moved, carried along, even
driven [phero] by the Holy Spirit.

This Pefrine passage makes ¢lear that the Scriptures did not come digectly from heaven,
but rather God utilized humar instrumentalities. An inductive jook at the biblical writings
confirms that the Holy Spirit did not abridge the freedom of the biblical writers, did not
suppress their unique personalities, did not destroy their individuality. Their writings
sometimes involved human research (Luke 1:1-3); they sometimes gave their own experiences
{Moses in Denteronomy, Luke in Acts, the Psalmists); they present differences in style
(contrast Isaiah and Ezekiel, John and Paui); they offer different perspectives on the same teuth
or event (e.g., the four Gospels), And yet, through all of this thonght-inspiration, the Holy
Spirit is cognitively carrying along the biblical writers, guiding their minds in selecting what to
speak and write, 50 that what they present is not merely divine thoughts, diffused by human
interpretation and expression, but the utterly reliable word of God, the ptophetic word made
more certain. The Holy Spirit imbued human instruments with divine truth in thoughts and so
assisted them in writing that they faithfully commitied 1o apt words the things divinely reveated

to them {1 Cor 2:10-13).

13



This corcllary of the toia Scripiura principle, that the Fuman and divine elements in
Scripture are imextricably bound together, is remforced by comparing the written and incarnate
Word of God. Since both Jesws and Seripture are called the “Word of God” (Heb 4:12; Rev
19:13}, it is appropriate to compare their divine-buman natures.™ Just as Jesus, the incarnate
Word of God was fully God and fully than (Yohn 1:1-3,14), so the written Word is an
inseparable union of the human and the divine. Just as Jesus’ bumanity was sinless, so the

holy Scriptures, though coming through human instrumentalities, is fully trustworthy."

3. The Bible Equais, Not Just Contains the Word of God

Another corollary of the totality of Scripture principle is that the Bible equats, and not
Just contains, the Word of God, The testimony of Scripure is overwheiming, In the OT there
are about 1600 occarrences of four Hebrew words (in four different phrases with slight

vatiations) which explicitly indicate that God has spoken: {1) “the utterance {ne’um] of

"Of course, Jesus the Word was the Ope who inspired the OT Scripmres, the NT
Scriptures testify of Hitn, and He is the trye Interpreter of the Word. In this sense Jesus the
Iixarnate Word is prior to, and the ultimate focus of, the written Word. However, at the same
time, even in His humanity Jesus consistently urged His disciples to test and ground His claims
to Messiahship based upon ke testimony of the written Word {fohn 5:39-47; Luke 24.25-49).
In this sense Jesus the Incarnate Word subjected Himself to the anthority of the Writter Word.
Today, many claim to believe in Jesus, but the only way to understand and accept and worship
the real Jesus—and not a counterfeit “Jesus™ fashionad after our own image—is to allow
Scripture in all its fullness to inform us as to Who He truly is.

**This does ot mean that all the expericnces of God’s people describad in Seripture are
wotthy of emulation. The Bible accurately describes even the failings of biblical characters,
such as David and Solomon, and the narrative clues provided by the inspired biographers make
clear those actions of even godly men and women that are not praiseworthy.

14
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Yahweh,” some 361 times; {2) “Thus says [*&nar] the Lord,” some 423 times; (3) “And God
spoke dibbér], some 422 times, and (4) the “word [dabar] of the Lord,” some 394 times.
Numeraus times are recorded the equivalency berween the prophet’s message and the divine
message: the prophet speaks for God (Exod 7:1,2; of. Exod 4:15,16), God puts His words in
the prophet’s mowth (Deut 18:18; Jer 1:9), the hand of the Lord is strong upon the prophet (Isa
8:11; Jer 15:17; Ezek 1:3; 3:22; 37:1}, or the word of the Lord comes to him (Hos 1:1; Joel
1:1; Mic 1:1; ere.). Jeremiak (chap. 25} rebukes his audience for not listening to the prophets
{v. 4}, which is equated with not listening to the Lord (v. 7), and further equated with “His
words” {v. 8).

Summarizing the prophetic messages sent to Isracl, 2 Kgs 21:10 records, “And the
Lord said by his servants the prophets,™ and 2 Chr 36:13-16 adds: “The Lord, the God of their
fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers . . . ; but they kept mocking the
messengers of God, despising his words, and scoffing at his prophets . . .” The prophets’
message is God’s message. For this reason the prophets often paturally switch from third
person teference 1o God (“He"}, to the first person direct divine address (“I™}, without any
“thus saith the Lord” (see Isa 3:4; 5:3 #f.; 10:5 ff,; 27:3; Jer 5:7; 16:21; Hos §:4 if.: Amos
321 fT; Joet 2:25; Zech 9:7). The OT prophets were sure that their message was the message
of God!

Numerous times in the NT “it is written” is equivalent to “God says.” For example,
in Heb 1:5-13, seven OT citations are said to be spoken by God, but the OT passages cited do
not always specifically ascribe the statement directly to God (see Ps 104:4; Ps 45:6-7; Ps
102:25-27). Again Rom 2:17 and Gal 3:8 (citing Exod 9:16 and Gen _22:13 respectively)

15



reveal a strict idemntification between Scripture and the Word of God: the NT passages
introduce the citations with “Scripture says,” while the OT passages have God as the speaker.
The OT Scriptures as a whole are viewed as the “oracles of God” {Rom 3:2).

Though the Bible was not verbally dictated by God so as to by-pass the individuality of
the human zuthor, and thus the specific words are the words chosen by the human writer, yet
the human and divine elements are so inseparable, the human messenger 5o divinely guided in
his selection of apt words to express the divine thoughts, that the words of the prophet are
called the Word of God. The individual words of Scripture are regarded as trustworthy,
accurately representing the divine message.

This is illustrated by a number of NT references. Jesus says, quoting Deut 8:3, “Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word [Geek hrama, “word,” translating Hebrew
gol, “everything”) that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matt 4:4). Paul says of his own
inspired message: “And we impart this in words not taught by humagn wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spirituzl truths fo those who possess the Spizit™ (1 Cor 2:13). Again Panl
writes: “And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God
which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but s what it really is, the
word of God, which is at work in you believers” (1 Thess 2:13}.

What is stated explicitly in the NT is also indicated by the instances when Jesus and the
apostles base an entire theological argument upon a crucial wozd or even grammatical form in
the OT. 5o in John 10:33 jesus appeals 1o Ps 82:6 and the specific word "gods” to
substantiate his divinity. Accompanying His usage is the telling remark: “The Scripture cannot
be broken [Z:6] . . " kt cannot be luc—loged, broken, repealed, anmulled, or abalished—even to
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the specific words. In Matt 22:41-46 He grounds His final, unanswezable argument to the
Pharisees upon the reliability of the single word “Lord” in Ps 110:1. The apostle Paul (Gal
3:16) likewise bases his Messianic argument upon the singular number of the word “seed” in
Gen 22:17-18. As we shail see below, Paul is recognizing the larger Messianic context of this
passage, as it moves from a collective plural seed o a singular Seed.

Jesus shows His ultimate respect for the full authority of the OT Torah when He
Affirms its sotality: “For wruly, 1 say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iola, not a
dot, will pass from she law until ali is accomplished” (Matt 5:18).

C. The Analogy of Scripture (Analogin Scripturae)

A third general foundational principle of biblical interpretation emerging from God’s
Word may be termed “the Analogy (or Harmony) of Scripture” {analogia Scripturae).

Since all Scripmure is inspired by the same Spirit, and all of it is the Word of God,
therefore there is a fundamenta$ unity and harmony among its various paris. The various patis
of OT Scripture are considered by the NT writers as harmonious and of equal divine authoricy.
NT writers may thus support their point by citing several OT sources as of equal and
harmonious weight. For example, in Rom 3:10-18 we have Scripmral citations from
Feclesiastes (7:20), Psalms (14:2, 3; 5:10; 180:4; 10:7; 36:2), and Isaiah (597, 8). Scripure
is regarded as an inseparable, coherent whole, Major OT themes are assumed by the NT
writers and further developed.

The two Testaments have a reciprocal relationship in which they mutnalty illuminate
each ather. Jesus described how the OT illuminates the NT (and Himself in particular) in John
5:39: “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you bave eternal dife; and it
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is they that bear witness to me."  Eisewhere Jesus describes how He i3 the INuminator, even
the fulfillment, of the OT: “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I
have come not to abolish them but o fulfill them™ (Matt 5:17),

Neither Testament is superseded by the other, although the later revelation is testad by
the former, as illustzated by the example of the Bereans, who “were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word with all eagerness, examining the scriptures daily to
see if these things were so™ (Acts 17:11). Even Jesus insisted that the conviction of His
disciples not be based primarily upon sensory phenoiena aloue, but that they believe in Him
because of the testimony of OT scripture (Luke 242521,

The “analogy of Scriptore” principle has three main aspects: (a) Scripture is its Own
Expositor (Scriptura sui ipsius interpresy; (b) the Consistency of Scripture; and (¢) the Clarity

of Scripture.

1. “Scripture is Its Own Interpreter”

Or as Martin Luther put it, “Scripturs is its own light.” Because there is an underlying
unity ameng the various palrts of Scripture, one portion of Scripture intetprets another,
becoming the key for undersianding related passages.

Jesus demonstrated this principle on the way 10 Emmaus when, “beginning with Moses
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself*
{Luke 24:27). Later that night in the upper room, he pointed out “‘that everything written
about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he
opened their minds to understand the scriptures . . .* {Luke 2_4:44—45].
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Paul expresses this same principle in 1 Cor 2:13 (NKJV): “These things we also speak,
fot in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Hoty Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual.” This text has been translated in different ways, but certainly
the apostle’s own use of Scripture indicaies his adoption of the principle. We have already
noted the whole catena of OT quotations cited in Rom 3:10-18. The same phencmenon may be
observed in Heb 1:3-13; 2:6-8, 12, 13.

In practical application of this principle that the Bible is its own expositor, Jesus, on the
way to Emmaus, shows how all that Scripture says about a given topic (in His case the
Messial) should be hrought to bear upon the interpretation of the subject (Luke 24:27, 44-45).
This does not mean the indiscriminaie stringing together of passages in “proof-text” fashion
without regard for the context of each text. But since the Scriptures ultimately have a single
divine Author, it is crueial to gather all that is written on a particniar tepic in order 1 be able
to consider ail the contours of the topic.

2. The Consistency of Scripture

Jesus succinctly stated this aspect of the agalogy of Scripmre: “The Scripturz cannot he
broken” (John 10:35). Since Scripture has a single divine Author, the various parts of
Scripmure are consistent with each other. Thus Scripture caanot be sec against Scripture. Al
the doctrines of the Bible witl cohere with each other, and interpretations of individual
passages will harmonize with the totality of what Scripre teaches on a given subject. We
have already seen how the NT writers linked together several OT citations as having equal and

harmenious bearing upon the topic they were explaining.
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" While the different Bible writers may provide different emphases regarding the same
event or topic, this will be witheut contradiction or misinterpretation. This is evidenced
especiatly with parallel passages such as in the four Gospels. Each gospel writer recorded
what impressed him most under the inspiration of the Spirit, and each facet of the whole is
needed in obtaining the full and balanced picture.

3. The Clarity of Scripture

The prieciple of the analogy of Scripture also involves the aspect of the clarity of
Scrpture. The Bible does not teach that since Christ and the Spirit mystically indwell in the
Church, therefore the Church has the anthority o state what is the rue meaning of Scripture.
Rather, the Bible claim:s that its message is perspicuous and does not require any human
ecclesiological magisterium 1o pronounce its meaning. The biblical testimony encourages the
readers to study the Bible for themselves in order to understand God’s message 1o themn {e.g.,
Deut 30:11-14; Luke 1:3, 4; John 20:30-31; Acis 17:11; Rom 10:17; Rev 1:3).

The implication is that the meaning of Scripture is ciear and straight-forward, able to be
grasped by the diligent stadent. Jesus illustrates this in his dealing with the [awyer. He asked
him, “What is writien in the law? How do you read?” (Luke 10:26). In other words, He
expected that the Bibie conld be understood. When the lawyer cited Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18,
Jesus cormended him for having correctly answered {Luke 10:27). Numerous times in the
gospel accounts Jesus makes the same point: “Have you pever read in the Scriptures , . . 7"
(Matt 21:42); “Have you not read . . . 7™ (Mat 12:3, 5; 19:4; 21:16; 22:31; Mark 2:25:

12:10, 26; Luke 6:3}; “Let the reader understand” {Matr 24:15; Mark 13:14),
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The consistent exampie of the Bible writers is that the Scriptures are to be taken in their
plain, literal sense, unless a clear and obvicus figure is intended. Note especially Jesus’ own
distinetion, and the disciples’ recognition, of the difference between literal and figurative
language (John 16:25, 29). There is no stripping away of the “husk™ of the hiteral sense in
order to arrive af the “kernel™ of the mystical, hidden, allegorical meaning, that only the
initiated can uncover,

Scripture atso maintzing that there is a definite truth-intention of the biblical writers in
any given statement, and not 2 subjective, uncomtrolled multipticity of meanings. Jesus and the
apostles spoke with authority, giving not just one of many individual readings of a passage, but
the true meaning as intemuied by the human writer and/or divine Author (see, e.g., Acts 3:17-
18, 22-24). At the same time the NT interpretation does not claim to exhaust the meaning of a
given OT passape; there is still room for careful exegesis. There are also instances where the
biblical writer intentionally used terminelogy or phraseology with a breadth of meaning that
encompasses several different nuances indicated by the immediate context of the passape (e.g.,
John 3:3).

The specific truth-intention is vividly illustrated with regard to spocalyptic prophecy:
the angel interpreter consistently gives definite interpretation of each syrobol (see, e.g. Dan
7:16-27; 8:15-26). Another illustration involves those of Jesns® parables where Jesus® himself
interprets the meaning of each part of the parables {see Mati 13:18-23, 36-43).

This is pot to deny that some parts of Scripture point beyond themselves (e.2.,
typology, predictive propbecy, symbols and parables) to an extended meaning ot future
fulfillment, but even in these cases the extended meaning or fulfillmens arises from, is
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comsistent with, and in fact is an integzal part of the specific eruth-intention of the text; and
Scriptire itseif indicates the presence of such extended mepning or fulfllment in such cases,

It is also true that not every portion of Scripture was fully understood by the originat
hearers, or even by the inspired writers. In 1 Pet 1:10-12 the apostle indicates that the OT
prophets may not have always clearly understood all the Messianic imphications of their
prophecies. Thus Peter implies another facet of the principle of the clarity of Scripture, i.c.,
that additional clearer revelation becomes a key to more fully understanding the tess clear
passages. This same point seems implied also from a different perspective in 2 Pet 3:16 when
Peter writes that some of the things Paul has written are “hard to understand.” These difficult
passages are not to be the starting point, which “the ignorant and unstable twist to their own
desfruction,” but are (o be viewed in the larger context of clearer Scriptural statements of truth
(v. 18; cf. v. 2},

The clarity of Scripture corollary also invoives the concept of "progressive revelation.”
Heb 1:1-3 indicates this progress in revelation from OT prophets 10 God’s own Son (see also
John 1:16-18; Col 1:25-26; eic.). This is not progressive revelation i the sense that later
Scripture contradicts or sullifies previpus revelation, but in the sease that later revelation
illuminates, clarifies, or amplifies the truths prescoted previously. So Jesus, in the Sermon on
the Mount (Matthew 5} does not millify the precepts of the Decalogue, but strips away from
memmeaccreﬁnmofmonmsmdiﬁonandmvea]sﬂ)eh-mwdcpahofmeaningm
application.'® The basic insights on this fuller import of the law were already in the OT, and

Jesus enables these gems of truth to shine with even greater brilliance as they are freed from

"*See 1. H. Gerstner, “Law in the NT,” ISBE (1986), 85-38.
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the distorted interpretations of some of the scribes and Pharisees. Progressive revelation also
oceurs in the sense that Jesus is the fulfiliment of the various types and prophecies of the OT.

A final practical application of this principle of clarity is to recognize the increasing
spiral of understanding as one passage illuminates another. On one hand, [ater biblical authors
write with conscious awareness of what has been written before and often assume and build
upon what comes earlier (sometimes called the epigenetic principle or analogy of antecedent
Scriptuze).” A close reading of a later passage may indicate echoes of, or allusiens to, earlier
passages, and the earlier passages in their context become the key to interpreting the fuller
meaning of the later (see, for example, the rich intertexmality in the book of Revelation). On
the other hand, earlier passages may o be fully understood until seen in the light of the later
revelation. This is frue in particular with typelogy and prophecy (see Matt 12:6, 42, 43; 1 Pat
1:10-12.) Thus the spiral of understanding grows as later illuminates earlier, and earlier
illuminates later.

D. “Spiritual Things Spiritually Discerned” (Spiritalia Spiritaliter Examinatur)

A fourth general principle of biblical interpretation found in Scripture concerns the
issue of preunderstanding or ohjectivity. In modern hermeneutical approacbes toward the
Bible, both amoag conservative/evangelical and liberal critical scholars, it is often assumed
that the original intent of the Bible writet can be ascertained by the rigorous application of
hermencutical principles and exegetical tools, quite apart from any supernatural spiritual

assistance. Thmmn—Chiisﬁanscandz&rmhm&wmeanhgofScﬂpmrcaswcllasChﬂsﬁans,

"Ses Walter C. Kaiser, Ir., Toward an Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, MIL:
Zondervan, 1978), 8, 14, 22; idem, Toward ar Exegetical Theology: Biblical Exegesis for
Preaching and Teaching (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1981), 134-140.
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if they use the tools and apply the principles correctly. This assumption is maintained in the
laudable interest of upholding a degree of objactivity in interpreting the biblical text,

However, Scriptural data leads to a different conclusion. We note in particular, 1 Cor
2:11, 14: “For what person knows a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man which s in
him? So:ﬂsonuonecomprchetﬂsﬂ]cmwghtsofﬁﬂdexceptzhzﬁiritofﬁod. ... The
unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to hit and he
is a0f able to understand them because they are spirinially discerned.”

1. The Role of the Holy Spirit

“Spiritual things are spirituatly discerned,” Since the Bible is ultimately not the
product of the human wtiter’s mind but of the mind of God revealed through the Spitit (cf. 1

Cor 2:12-13), it is not possible to separate “what it meant” to the buman writer—tde studied

without the aid of the Holy Spirit, from “what it means”—to be aplied by the help of the Spirit.

Both the original meaning and ifs present application involve the thoughts of God, which
according to Pau] can only be adequately comprehended if we have the aid of the Spirit of God
(cf. John 6:45; 16:13; 1 Cor 2:13-14; 2 Cor 3:14-18).

Some have resisted letting the Spirit have a place in the hermeneutical spiral because it
sezms to them to allow the subjective element to overcome solid exepetical/hermeneutical
research, It is true that “spiritual exegesis™ alone—that ispn atternpt to rety totally on the
Spirit withont conscienticusly apptying principles of exepesis and hermeneutics arising from
Scripture, can lead to subjectivism.

But the proper combination of dependence upon the Spiri¢ with rigorous exegesis based
upan sound hetmeneutical procederes, far from leading to subjectivity, constiwtes the only
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way of escaping subjectivity. Modern scholars are increasingly more witling to recognize that
ali come to the Scripture with their own preunderstandings, presuppositions, biases. This
cansot be remedied by approaching the text “scientifically” without a “faith bias.” In fact,
since the Scriprures call for a response of faith, an atternpted “neural” stance is already at
cross-currents with the intend of Scripture {cf. Mare 13:11-17; John 6:69; Acts 2:38).

Believing and Spirit-led interpreters also come with their own biases and
preunderstandings and are not impervious to error {cf. Acts 11:15). But for Christians who
believe the promises of Scripture, it is possible to ask God to ransform their minds so that
they increasingly adopt and incorporate the presuppositions of Scripture and not their ewn (see
Rom 12:1). The Spirit of truth was promised to the disciples, and to us: “When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the wuth™ (John 16:13). It must be noted that the “you"
bere is plural; the Spirit directs interpreters together in the fellowship of the church body (Ps
119:63; Acts 2:42; 4:32; Rom 12:4-8; | Corinthians 12; Eph 4:3-6), where they may be
benefited by exchange with and correction of other believers.

Inierpreters must make a decision that their preunderstandings will derive from and be
under control of the Bible itself, and constantly be open for modification and enlargement on
the basis of Scripmare. They must consciously reject any external keys or systems to impase on
Seripture froem without, whether it be natuealistic (ciosed system of cause and effect without
any room for the supernatural), evolutionary (the developmental axiom), bumanistic (man the
final norm), or relativistic (rejection of absolutes). They must ask the Spirit who inspired the
Word to illuminaie, shape, and modify their preunderstandings according to the Word, and to
guard their understandings to remain faithful to the Word.
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2. The Spiritual Life of the Interpreter

“Spiritual things are spiritually discerned” implies not only the need of the Spirit to aid
in understanding, but also the spirituality of the interpreter. The Spirit not only flluminates the
mind, but also must have transformed the imterpreter’s heart. The approach of the interpreter
must be that called for by Scripture, an attitode of consent or willingness to follow what
Scripture says, if he/she is to understand Scripmre’s meaning: “If anyone wants to do His will,
he shall knew concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak en My own
authority” (Jobn 7:£7).

There must be diligent, earnest prayer for understanding, after the example of David:
“Teach me, O Loxd, the way of thy statutes; and I will keep it to the end” (Ps 119:33; cf. wv.
34-40; Prov 2:3-7). There must be an acceptance by faith of what the prophets say (2 Chr
20:20; cf. John 5:46-47),

In sum, the Bible cannot be studied as any other book, coming merely “from below”
with sharpened tools of exegesis and honed principles of interpretation. At every stage of the
interpretive process, the book inspired by the Spirit can only be correctly understood “From
above™ by the illumination and transformation of the Spitit. God’s word must be approached
with reverence. Perhaps the best encapsufation of the interpreter’s appropriate stence before
Scripture is recorded by Isaiah: “But this is the man to whom I will lock, be that is humble and

comtrite in spirit, and trembles @ my word" (isa 66:2),
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I1. Specific Guidelines te interpretation
Most evangelical writers on the proper hermeneutical approach to Scripture simply list
the various interpretive steps. But a full commitment 1o sofz Scriptura would séem 10 imply

that all these basic puidelines also either explicitly or implicitly arise from Scripture itseif.

We may interject here that many modern scholars do not consider the Bible wiiters®
own hermeneutical practice a very helpful place to go for guidance in developing a sound
hermeneutic. It is claimed that the NT writers often follow the first-cenmry prevailing Jewish
rabbinic methods of exegesis that are often not faithful to the original meaning of the OT 1ext.
But the recenty published dissertation by David 1. Brewer, which may be destined to rock the
presuppositions of current critical schotarship regarding first-century Jewish exepetical
methods, demonstrates that “the predecessors of the rabbis before 70 C.E. did not interpret
Scripture out of context, did not look for any meaning in Scripmre other than the plain sense,
and did not change the text ta fit their interpretation, though the later rabbis did all these
things. ™™ Brewer's work calls for 2 fresh examination of NT exegetical methods in light of
these conclusions. This *fresh examination” of the NT has already begun in recent decades,
and a rumber of studies of various NT passages have concioded that NT writers were carefud

to faithfiully represent the original plain meaning of the OT texts for the NT readers.”

"David [. Brewer, Technigues and Assumprions in Jewish Exepesis Before 70 CE
(Tubingen: J. C. B. Mohu, 1992), p. 1.

¥See, e.g., Gleason L. Archer, Encyclopedia of Bibie Difficulties (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1982); George B, Caird, “The Exegetical Method of the Epistle
to the Hebrews,™ Canadian Journal of Theology 5 (1959): 49-51; Richard M. Davidson,
“Typology in the Book of Hebrews,” in Issues in the Book of Hebrews, Daniel and Revelation
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Let'us now consider the basic interpretative guidefines emerging from the Bible writers’
own hermeneutic.
A. Text and Translation

Since the focus of the hermeneutical enterprise is upon the written Word, it is of great
irportance that the original text of the Bible be preserved as far as possible. The Bible itself
underscores the vital necessity of preserving the words of sacred Scripture (see Deut 42
12:32; Prov 30:5, 6; Rev 22:18, 19; ¢f. Deut 31:9-13, 26). The principles of texmal study

st be carefully controlled from within Scripture,

Comumittee Series, vol. 4, ed. Frank B. Holbrook (Sikver Spring, MD: Biblical Research
Institute, 1989}, pp. 121-186; idem, “Sanctuary Typology,” in Sympositm on Revelation—Book
1, Daniel and Revelation Committee Series, vol. 6, ed. Frank B, Holbrook ¢Silver Spring,
MD: Biblicak Rescarch Institute, 1992), pp. 99-130; idem, “Revelation/Irspiration in the Old
Testament: A Critique of Alden Thompson's ‘Incamational’ Model,” in Isskes in Revelation
and Inspiration, Adventist Theological Society Occasional Papers, vol. 1, ed. Frank Holbrook
and Leo Van Dolson (Berrien Springs, MI: Adventist Theological Society Publications, 1992),
pp. 105-135; Charles H. Dodd, According to the Scriptures; The Sub-structure of New
Testament Theology (London: Collins, 1952), pp. 59, 60; R. T. France, Jesus and the Old
Testameny; His Application of Old Testament Passages to Himself and His Mission (Downers
Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1971), pp. 38-80; Walter C. Kaiser, The Uses of the Old
Testament i the New (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985); Lester J, Kuyper, The Scriprure
Unbroken (Grand Rapids, M[: W. B. Eerdmans Publishing Compasy, 1978); Douglas J. Moo,
The Oid Testament in the Gospel Passion Narratives (Sheffield, England; Almond Press,
1983); R. M. Moody, “The Habakkuk Quotation in Rom 1:17,” ExpT 92 (1981): 205-208.

This is not to say that every time a Scripture is referred 1o in passing, that the NT
authors are attempting an exegesis of the passage. Just as we today might say that we escaped
“by the skin of our teeth” without exegeting Job 19:20, so the biblical writers are steeped in
OT language and imagery, and may use Scriptural language without intending to exepete the
passage alluded to. We refer cather to those NT instances where the biblical writer is clearly
expounding the meaning of OT passapes.

*For a summary of the basi¢ principles of textual analysis, see, e.g., Bruce K, Waltke,
“The Textual Criticism of the Ol¢ Testament,” in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol. 1,
ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1979), pp. 211-228:
Gordon ID. Fee, “The Texnzal Criticism of the New Testament,” in The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 1, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing
28 '
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The Scriptures alse give numerous examples of the need for a faithful translation of the
words of Seripture into the target language {(Neh 8:8; Matt 1:23; Mark 5:41; 15:22, 34; John
1:42; 9:7; Acts 9:36; 13:8; Heb 7:2). The translation of Scripture shoutd remain as faithfil as
possible to both the form and content of the oziginal
B. Historical Context/Cruestions of Introduction

The OT is {arpely a history book. The accounts of Creation, Fall, Flood, Patriarchs,
emergence of Israel, Exodus, Conquest of Canaan, Judges, Kings, and Prophets of the United
and divided Menarchy, Fxile, Retrn, rebuilding of the Temnple—althe persons, events and
institacions of the OT are presented as siraightforward history. The later OT prophets, Jesus,
and the NT writers continually refer back o the earlier OT accounts, interpreting thess as
historically reliable descriptions of God’s real space-time interrelationships with His people.
The historical context of biblical narratives is accepted af face value as true, and there is thus
0o attempt to reconstnuct history in a different way than presented in the biblical record. The
NT writers, in their interpretation of the OT, show a remarkabiy clear acquaintance with the

general flow and specific details of OT history (see, e.g., Stephen's speech in Acts 7; Paul's

House, 1979), pp. 419433; C. F. Sitterly and J, H. Greenlee, “Text and MSS of the OT,” in
The Internasional Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Grand Rapids, MI: W. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1988), 4:798-822.

For a discussion of the basic principles in translation method, see Engene A. Nida,
Toward a Science of Translating, with Special Reference to Principles and Procedures Involved
in Bible Transtating (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1964); John Beekman and Jobhn Callow, Translaring
the Word of God, With Scripture and Topical Indexes {Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1974); Sakae Kubo and Walter F. Specht, So Many Versions? Twentieth
Cenzury English Versions of the Bible, tev. and enl. ed. (Grand Rapids, ML Zondervan
Publishing House, 1983); and Jack P. Lewis, The English Bibie from KIV to NIV: A History
and Evaluation, 2d ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991).
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discussion of the Exodus in I Corinthians 10). The typological argumemts of the NT writers
assumed the historical veracity of the persons, events, and institutions that were types: in fact,
the whole force of their typological argument depended apon the historicity of these historical
zealities,2

In the inner-Scriptural hermeneutic of biblical writers, mention is often made of various
questions of introduction, and these questions sometimes become crucial to the Bible author’s
argument. In each case, the plain declaration of the text is accepted as accurately portraying
the authorship, chronology, and life setting for the text. For example, the Davidic authorship
of Psalm 110 (as stated in the superscription of the psalm) is crucial to Jesus® final clinching,
unanswerable argument concerning His Messiahship (Matt 22:41-46). Again, Davidic
authorship of Psalm 16 is also crucial to Peter in his Pentecost sermon to convince the Jews of
the predicted resurrection of the Messiah (Acts 2:25-35).

The life setting (Sitz im Leben) of Abraham’s justification by faith in the Genesis
account is very significant in Paul's argument to the Romans, to show that it was before
Abraham had been circumcised that this had happened (Rom 4:1-12). For Paul there is no
question of a hypothetically reconstructed life setting that gave rise to the account, but the
apostle—and i the other biblical writers consistently throughout Scripture—accept theife sedting

that js set forth in the biblical text.

“Richard M. Davidson, ypology in Scripture: A Study of Hermeneutical Trog
Structures, Andrews University Seminary Doctoral Dissertation Series, vol. 2 (Berrien
Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 1981).
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Thus by precept and example Scripture underscores the importance of interpreting the
biblicat materizl in its literal, historical sense, inctuding details of chronology, geography, and
miraculous divine interventions in history.

C. Literary Context/Analysis

For the biblical writers the literary context of the Scriptures was no less importaat than
the historical context. Scripture is not only a history book, but a titerary work of art. Recent
smdy is giving increasing attention to the literary characteristics and conventions of Scripture

Seripture itself gives us countiess explicit and implicit indicators of the presence of its
literary qualities and the importance of recognizing these as part of the bermencurical task.

One of the first tasks in interpreting a given passage i its immediate literary context is
to determine the limits of the passage, in terms of paragraphs, pericopae, or stanzas. Even
though the paragraph and chapter divisions of our modem versions of the Bible have been
added much later than biblical times, the Bible writers often provided indicators of passage
limits and in their interpretation of antecedent Scripture show awareness of the c!iscreel units of
Scripture. In the bock of Genesis, for example, the book is divided neatly into ten sections,
each identified by the phrase “the penerations [roleddth] of . .. ™ In the Psalms, along with
the superscriptions introducing individual psalms, a sumber of psalms contain (a) stanzas that

naterally divide the sections of the psalm (see, e.g., Ps 42:5, 11; 43:5), or ¢h} the word

ZUnfortanately, however, this frequently comes at the cost of ignoring the historical
nature of the matetial; Scripture is often treated in the same way as a modern work of fiction,
with its own fictive story world. See, e.g., Robert Alter, The Az of Biblical Narrative (New
York: Basic Books, 1981); idem, The Art of Biblical Poetry (New York: Basic Books, 1985);
Thiselton, New Horizons in Hermenewtics, pp. 471-514; Meir Weiss, The Bible from Within:
The Method of Total Interpretation (Jerusalem: Magness Press, 1984),
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“selah™ (71 tiines in Psalms: e.g., Ps 46:3, 7, 11), of (¢} an acrostic (e.g., Psalm 119, with
every succeeding eight verses starting with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet}.

The Bible writers repeatedly identify their written materials in terms of specific genres
or literary types, A few samples include: “history™ or “account” {Hebrew toleddt k, Gen 2:4,
plus 12 more times throughout Genesis), legal material (Exod 21:1: Deut 4:44, 45; and
throughout the Pentatench), covenant making and renewal (e.g., the whole book of
Deuteronomy; see Deut 29:1, 14, 15), riddies {Judg 14:10-18), court chronicles (e.g., 1 Kgs
9:1), psalms {with various subdivisions of types of psalms, indicated in the superseriptions) or
songs (Cant 1:1}, proverbs {e.p., Prov 1:1; 10:1; 25:1), prophetic oracles or “burdens™
(Hebrew mass#, e.g., Nah 1:1; Hah L1; Mal 1:1}, visions {e.£., Dan 8:1, 2; Obadiah 1),
covenant lawsuit (Hebrew rib, e.p., Isa 3:13; Hos 4:1: Mic 6:1), lamentation (Hebzew 4f nah,
Ezek 27:32; Amos 35:1; Lamentations), gospels (e.g., Mark 1:1), parables {e.p., Mark 4:2),
“figures” (Greek paraoimia; John 10:6; 16:25), epistles (e.g., Rom 16:22; 1 Cor 5:9; 2 Pet
3:1, 16; including Pauline, Petrine, fohannine, James, and Jude), and apocalyptic (the
apokalypsis or Revelation of John; Rev 1:1). Each of these genres has special characteristics
that emerge from a careful study, and these chatacteristics are often significant in intetpreting
the message that is transmitted through the particular literary type. Literary form and
interpretation of content go hand i hand.

In more general depiction of literary genre, the Biblical materials separate themselves
into poetry and prose. The poetic sections of Scripture (some 40% of the OT) are

characterized patticularly by various kinds of paratlelism {“thought rhyme™) and o a lesser

32



112

“selah™ (71 tiines in Psalms: e.g., Ps 46:3, 7, 11), of (¢} an acrostic (e.g., Psalm 119, with
every succeeding eight verses starting with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet}.

The Bible writers repeatedly identify their written materials in terms of specific genres
or literary types, A few samples include: “history™ or “account” {Hebrew toleddt k, Gen 2:4,
plus 12 more times throughout Genesis), legal material (Exod 21:1: Deut 4:44, 45; and
throughout the Pentatench), covenant making and renewal (e.g., the whole book of
Deuteronomy; see Deut 29:1, 14, 15), riddies {Judg 14:10-18), court chronicles (e.g., 1 Kgs
9:1), psalms {with various subdivisions of types of psalms, indicated in the superseriptions) or
songs (Cant 1:1}, proverbs {e.p., Prov 1:1; 10:1; 25:1), prophetic oracles or “burdens™
(Hebrew mass#, e.g., Nah 1:1; Hah L1; Mal 1:1}, visions {e.£., Dan 8:1, 2; Obadiah 1),
covenant lawsuit (Hebrew rib, e.p., Isa 3:13; Hos 4:1: Mic 6:1), lamentation (Hebzew 4f nah,
Ezek 27:32; Amos 35:1; Lamentations), gospels (e.g., Mark 1:1), parables {e.p., Mark 4:2),
“figures” (Greek paraoimia; John 10:6; 16:25), epistles (e.g., Rom 16:22; 1 Cor 5:9; 2 Pet
3:1, 16; including Pauline, Petrine, fohannine, James, and Jude), and apocalyptic (the
apokalypsis or Revelation of John; Rev 1:1). Each of these genres has special characteristics
that emerge from a careful study, and these chatacteristics are often significant in intetpreting
the message that is transmitted through the particular literary type. Literary form and
interpretation of content go hand i hand.

In more general depiction of literary genre, the Biblical materials separate themselves
into poetry and prose. The poetic sections of Scripture (some 40% of the OT) are

characterized patticularly by various kinds of paratlelism {“thought rhyme™) and o a lesser
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degree by meter and stanzas {or strophes). The prose may be of various kinds, such as
narrative, legal, and cultic material.

The literary structure, both on the macro-structural and micro-structural levels, is a
crucial part of the analysis of a passage, ofien providing a key to the flow of thought or central
theological themes. Bible writers have structured their material by such devices as matching
parallelism (see the book of Jonah™), reverse parallelism (or chiasm, e.g., the books of
Leviticus™ and Revelation™), inclusio or “envelope construction” (e.g., Ps 8:1, 9; t03:1, 22),
acrastic (Psalms 9, 10, 23, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145), ginah (312 meter, ¢.g., the book of
Lamentations™), and suzerainty treaty components (¢.g., the book of Deuteronomy™).

Many other literary techniques and conventions, apd stylistic elemends are utilized by
the biblical writers. We find the employment of irony, metonymy, simile, metaphor,
synecdoche, onomatopoeia, assonance, paronomasia (pua/play on words), ete.  All of these

literary features are important for the biblical writer as they contribute to the framing and

¥Gerhard F. Hasel, Jonah, Messenger of the Eleventh Hour (Mountain View, CA:
Pacific Press, 1976), p. 101.

Bwilliam Shea, “Literary Form and Theological Function in Leviticus,” in 70 Weeks,
Leviticus, Nature of Prophecy, Daniel and Revelation Committee Series, vol. 3, ed. Frank B.
Holbrook {(Washington, DC: Biblical Research Institute, 1986), p. 149.

*Kenneth A. Strand, “The Eight Basic Visions,” in Sympositim on Revelation—BooA,
Danie] and Revelation Comrittee Series, vol. 6, ed. Frank B, Holbrook (Silver Spring, MD:
Biblical Research Institute, 1992), pp. 36, 37.

?william H. Shea, “The ginh Structure of the Book of Lamentations,™ Biblica 60/1
(1979): 103-107.

#Meredith G. Kline, Treaty of the Great King: The Covenant Structure of Deuteronomy
(Grand Rapids, ML: W. B. Eerdmans Pubtishing Company, 1963).
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forming of the message, and they are essential for the interpreter to examine as he/she seeks to
understand the meaning of a given passags.
D. Grammuatical/Syntactical/Semantic Analysis

Scripture, and in particular the NT inferpretation of the OT, provides evidence for
engaging in the analysis of the grammatical forms and syntactical relationships, with atention
to the meaning of various words in context, in oxder to arrive at the plain, straightforward
meaninp of the passage being interpreted.

A classic example of grammatical sensitivity on the part of the NT writers is in Paul's
interpretation of the word “seed” in Galatians 3. Citing Gen 12:7, 22:17-18 and 24:7, Paul
recognizes (Gal 3:16) that the singular form of “seed” narrows in meaning to single “Seed”—
the Messiah—wiie a few verses later (Gal 3:29) he correctly points to the collective plural
aspect of this same term in its wider context ¥

A vivid example of the apostle’s syntactical sensitivity is in the citation of Ps 45-6, 7 in
Heb 1:8, 9: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepler
of Your Kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, your

God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness more than Your companions,” The syntax of

*Note in particular the usage of zera® in Gen 22:17, where the first occurrence of the
word in the verse clearly has a plural idea in the congext of “the stars of the heaven” and “the
sand which is on the seashore,” whereas the second accurrence of zerg® in vs. 17b narrows to
a singular “Seed” in the context of “his {singular] enemies.” This usage parallefs Gen 3:15,
where in a similar way the word zera® moves from coflective/plural to singular in meaning.
See O. Palmer Robertson, Christ of the Covenants (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1980}, pp. 93-103; and Afolarin Ojewale, “The Seed in Genesis 3:15: An Exegetical and
Intertextual Study” (Ph.D. dissertation, Andrews University, 2002}.
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the Hebrew original points to One who is God, who is also anointed by Ged, thus implying the
relationship between the Father and the Son in the Godhead,

Thete are mumerous examples in Scripture where the NT writers are careful o
represent faithfully the meaning of crucial words in the original OT passage. Nz, e.g.,
Paul’s use of “the just shall five by faith” (Rom 1:17 citing Hab 2:4*); Matthew's selection of
the LXX parthenos “virgin™ to best represent the Hebrew “almah of Isa 7:14 (*A virgin shall
cenceive . . . ,” Matt 1:22, 23 NIV); and Christ’s use of the word “gods™ in John 10:34,
citing Ps 82:6.%

Numerous other examples tnay de cited, where the NT quotation of an OT passage
involves the NT writer’s recognition of the wider context of the OT citatien. This larger OT
context is frequently the key to understanding the interpretation drawn by the NT writer. For
example, C. H. Dodd has shown how Peter alludes to the larger context of Joel 2 in his
Pentecost sermon, and again, bow that Matthew’s interpretation of Hos 11:1 in Matt 2:15 is
i taking the OT passage out of context, but rather seeing it in the larger context of the
eschatological/Messianic New Exodus motif in Hosea and the other eighsh-century prophets.®

The grammatical-syntactical and semantic-contexiual analysis often becomes more

involved for us today than for those whose native songue was the living biblical

¥See Moody, pp. 205-208.
W8ee Archer, Encyclopedia of Bibie Difficulties, pp. 266-268.
gee ibid, pp. 373, 374.

“Dodd, According to the Scriptures, pp. 59, 60; of, Kaiser, The Uses of the Old
Testament in the New, pp. 43-33.
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Hebrew/Aramaic or koine Greek languages. Itis necessary now to make use of appropriate
gramumars, lexicons, concordances, theological wordbooks, and commentaries.
E. Theological Context/Analysis

The Biblical writers provide abundant evidence for the need to ascertain the theological
message of a passage as part of the hermeneutical enterprise.

For exampies, Jesus lays bare the far-reaching theotogical implications of the
Decalogue in His Sermon on the Mount (Mart 5:17-28). The Jerysalem Council sets forth the
theological import of Amos 9;11, 12—that Gentiles need not become Jews in order to become
Christians (Acts 15:13-21). Paul captures the theological essence of sin in various OT
passages (Rom 3:8-20) and of righteousness by faith in his exposition of Gen 15:6 and Ps 32:1,
2 (Rowmans 4). Peter’s sermon at Pentecost {Acts 2) delineates the theology of inaugurated
eschatology found in Joel 2, and his first epistle explores the theological dimensions of the
Messiah's atoning work as set forth in Isaiah 53 {1 Pet 2:21-25),

The theological messages of the NT writers presuppese, build upen, aex stand in
continuity with, the major OT theological themes such as God, Man, Creation-Fall, Sin,
Covenant, Sabbath, Law, Promise, Remnant, Salvation, Sancivary, and Eschatology.

The NT writers also place their theological analyses of specific passages within the
larger context of the multiplex “grand ceniral theme™ or metanarrative of Scripture as set forth
in the opening and closing pages of the Bible (Genesis 1-3; Revelation 20-22*): creation and
the original di\'il;lc design for this world, the character of God, the rise of the cosmic moral

conflict {Great Controversy) in the setting of the sanctuary, the plan of redemption-restoration

¥Cf. Ellen G. White, Education, pp. 125, 190.
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centering in Christ and His atoning work, and the eschatological judgment and end of sin at the
climax of history.”

The theological thought-patterns of NT writers, though expressed in Greek, stay within
the trajectory of biblical Hebrew thought, and d¢o not imbibe alien thought-forms of the
prevailing surrounding culture such as gnosticism and piatonic dualism.*

In their exploration of the “deeper” theclogical meaning of Scripture, in particular with
regard to the typological fulfillment of OT persons, events, and institutions, the NT writers do
not read back into the OT what is not already there (*inspired eisegesis), or what is not
apparent to the human researcher (sensus plenior), or an arbitrary assigning of meaning that
strips away the historical “husk” (allegory). Rather they remain faithful to the OT Scriptures,
which have already indicated which persons, events, and institutions God has divinely designed

1o serve as prefigurations of Jesus Christ and the Gospel realities brought about by Him.* The

®See Richard M. Davidson, “Cosmic Metaparrative for the Coming Millennium, "
Journal of the ddventist Theological Society 11 (2000): 102-119.

*For analysis of Hebrew thought, see, e.g., Claude Tresmontant, A Study of Hebrew
Thowughs, trans. Michael F. Gibson (New York, NY: Desclee Company, 1960); Jacques B.
Doukhan, Hebrew for Theologiuns, A Textbook for the Study of Biblical Hebrew in relation o
Hebrew Thinking (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1993); and Thorleif Boman,
Hebrew Thought Compared with Greek, trans. Jules L. Moreaw (New York: W. W, Norton,
1970; Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1960) (whose basic thesis has not been averturned
despite criticisms of some lines of argumentation by James Barr, A Semantics of Biblical
Language {London: Oxford University Press, 1961}). See also G. E. Ladd, whose Theology of
the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W. B. Eerdmans Poblishing Company, 1974} has
skown the consistent biblicat salvation-historical, inaugurated-consummated gschatological
pattern throughout the NT. This is also true with regard to the book of Hebrews, despite
mmerous claims for Plaionic dualism in the book. See Ronald Williamson's decisive
refutation of these claims in Phile and the Epistie to the Hebrews (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1970

YSee Davidson, “Sanctuary Typology,” pp. 106, 128.
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NT writers simply announce the antitypical fulfillment of what had already been verbally
indicated by the OT prophets.

The NT writers do not give an exhaustive Tist of OT types, but show the hermeneutical
proecedure, controlled by the OT indicators, of identifying biblical types. Furthermore, the NT
writers provide a theological (salvation-historical) substruciure for interpreting the
eschatological fulfillment of OT types. Based upon a clear theological understanding of the
theocratic kingdom of Israel and the kingdom prophecies within the context of covenant
blessings and curses, the NT reveals a three-stage fulfillment of the OT types and kingdom
prophecies—idhrist, in the chorch, and in the apocalyptic wind-up of salvation history. Each
stage has a different modality of fulfillment based upon the namte of Christ’s presence and
reign.** Thus the NT writers have worked out a sound hermeneutic for interpreting the types
and Kingdow prophecies of the OT, built vpon solid controls arising from the OT scriptures.

The deeper theological meaning of Scripture also involves the interpretation of
apocalyptic: prophecy. There are four major schools of interpretation for biblical apocalyptic
literature. The consistent view of the early church and all the Reformers was historicist, which
recognized that the visions of Daniel and John span the entire period of history from the
prophet’s day til the end of time and beyond. A second major view, the preterist, arising in
the time of the Catholic Counter-Reformation (traceable to the Jesuit scholar Alcazar, and now
held by most mainline Protestants}, insists that the apocalyptic prophecies focused mainly on

the past (especially the time of Antiochus Epiphanes for Daniel and the Ronn emperors for

*See ibid, pp. 106-108, 129, 130, and Hans K. LzRondelle, The Isrgel of God in
Prophecy: Principles of Prophetic Interpreration, Andrews University Monographs, Studies in
Religion, vol. 13 (Berrien Springs: Andrews University Press, 1983).
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Revelation). A third school, the figurisss, also arising ity the Counter-Reformation (traceable to
the Jesuit scholar Ribera), argues that the apocalyptic prophecies focus mainly on the fature
{especially the person of the Antichrist). Finally an idealist school maintains that Daniel and
Revelation gives a generalized portrayal of stropgle berween good and evil but refuses to make
application of the varions symbols to specific historical fulfillments.

The apocalyptic literature of Daniel and Revelation provides internal indicators that
historicism is the correct method of prophetic interpretation.  First, the ange! interpreter in
Daniel shows that the symbols of apocalyptic do have specific historical referents, not just
idealized porraits as with the idealist school.

Further, the focus of apocalyptic is universal and cosmic: it presents an unbroken
sweep of history from the prophet’s day to the end of the world. Each major vision of Daniel
(2, 7, 8, 10-12) and the historical half of Revelation (churches, seals, trompets) recapitulates
this sweep of history from different perspectives and with new details. Thus only the
historicist school, and oot the preterist {(which sees prophecy fail in the prophet’s own day} or
the fuurise {who must posit & gap of nearly 2000 years when the text gives o hint of such), is
able to do justice to this point.

Ancother characteristic undergirding the historicist interpretation concerns the nature of
the time prophecies. The time periods of apocalyptic are generally short+eo short to be taken
a5 actual e, They are also expressed in umusual Hebrew/Greek temporal terminology (2300
evenings-mornings; (me, 2 times and half & time; 70 weeks; 42 months; 1290 days; 1335
days) that indicate their symbolical nature. Internal evidence within Daniel indicates that
literal days in prophecy stand for longer periods of actual time (involving the day-year
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principle; Dan 8:1-13; 9:24-27; 11:6, 8, 13). This characteristic gives further support to the
historicist interpretation, since the time prophecies cover virtually the whole sweep of history,
ot just brief periods in the past or future.
F. Contemporary Application

For the NT biblical writers, the contemporary zpplication arises naturally out of their
theological imterpretation of OT passages, We have just noted how the application of the types
and kingdom prophecies of the OT arises from understanding the three-stage fulfillment within
salvation bistory. All the promises of God have their yes and ameen in Christ {2 Cor 1:20), and
all the OT types find their basic fulfillment in Him; and if we are spirimally part of the body of
Christ, we therefore share in the fulfillment of those prophetic and typological promises, and
yet await sharing in their final glorious literal apocalyptic fulfillment. These basic
hermeneutical principles dealing with the fulfillment of Istacl-centered prophecies in the NT
provide a Christo-centric approach which safegnards against dispensationalism and literalism.

The biblical writers insist that the message of Scripture is not culture-bousnd, applicable
ouly for a ceriain people and a certain time, but permanent and universally applicable. Pefer,
citing Isa 40:6-8, forcefully states, *having been born again, not of cormuptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, becarse *All flesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grass, The grass withers, and its flower
falls away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now this is the word which by the

pospel was preached to you™ (1 Pet 1:23-25).

*On the whole question of the interpretation of apocalyptic prophecy, see further
discussion in the seven volumes of the Daniel and Revelation Commitiee Series, ed. Frank B.
Holbrook (Silver Spring, MD: Review and Herald, 1982-1992).
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Most of the ethical instruction in the NT gospels and episties may be secn as the
practical homiletical application of OT passages: for example, Jesus™ Sermon on the Moust
(Matt 5:17-32} applying the principles of the Decalogue; James® application of the principles of
Leviticas 19 throughout his epistle; and Peter’s ethical instruction building on “Be holy, for I
am holy” (1 Pet 1:16; citing Lev 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7.

Of course, it is true that certain parts of the OT, in particular the ceremonial/sanctuary
ritual laws and the enforcement of Israel's civil/theocratic laws, are oo longer binding upon
Christians. The NT writers do not arbitrarily (by a casebook approach to Scripture) decide
what laws are still relevant, but they r.;ansistently recognize the criteria within the OT itself
indicating which laws are universally binding.*

There are other passages of Scripture which contain culture-specific forms, but
underlying these forms are abiding principles. In these cases the biblical passage itself gives
evidence of the culture-specific matwre of the instruction. A NT example of such passages is
Paul’s common farewell admenition “Greet one anotber with a holy kiss” (Rom 16:16; 1 Cor
16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Thess 5:26); another is Paul's instruction regarding appropeiate hair
coverings for men and women in first-century Christian worship (1 Cor 11:1-16). William
Larkin lists and discusses various possible inner-biblical criteria for nonnormativeness within

Scripure: “limited recipient, limited cultural conditions for fulfillment, linaited cultural

“See Kaiser, The Uses of the Old Testament in the New, pp. 221-224.
“Davidson, “RevelationTnspiration in the O1d Testament,” pp. 119-125.
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rationale, or 4 limiting larger context.”® Even these cases, Larkin argues, involve only the
form, and not the meaning of Scriptuze, and call for the reduction of the culearal-specific form
to a principle, and the substitution of a contemporary form compatible with it.

The general principle, then, articulated and illustrated by the NT writers in their
homiletical application of Scripture, is to assure the transcubtural and transtemporal relevancy
of biblical instruction unless Scripture itself gives us criteria limiting this relevancy. As Larkin
states it, “all Scripture, including both form and meaning, is binding unless Scripre isett
indicates otherwise. ™

The final goal of interpreting Scripyre is to make practical application of each passage
1o the individual life. Christ and the NT aposties repeatedly drove home the message of the
gospel contained in the Scriptures in order to bring the hearers or readers 1o salvation and an
ever closer personal relationship with God.

At the Exodus God articulated a principle in which each succeeding geperation of
Israelite should consider that he/she personally came out of Egypt (Exod 12:26, 27; 13:8, 9),
and this principle of personalization was repeated many times, both to OT Israel {Deut 5:24;
6:20, 21; Josh 24:6-8) and to spirimal Israel (Gal 3:29; Rev 15:1, 2; 2 Cor 5:14, 15, 21; Rom
6:3-6; Eph 1:20; 2:6; Heb 4:3, 16; 6:19; 7:9, 10; 10:19, 20; 12:22-24). The Scripmure should

ultimately be read, and accepted as if I am the panticipant in the mighty saving acts of God—*1

“William J. Larkin, Culture and Biblical Hermeneutics: Interpreting and Applying the
Awthoritative Word in a Relativistic Age (Grand Rapids, MT: Baker Book House, 1938), p.
316. See Larkin, pp. 316-318, for illustrations draws from the way the NT writers used the
OT. 5¢e also the hetpful study by William J. Webb, Siaves, Womer and Homosexuals:
Exploring the Hermenewtics of Cultural Analysis (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2001).

“Larkin, Culture and Biblical Hermeneusics, 316.
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am there!"—as if Gd’s messages are personally addressed to me. They are God's living and

active Word 0 my soul.

Appendix: Two Hermenentical Methods Contrasted

The specific guidelines for interpreting biblical passages developed in this paper arise
from and build upon the foundational principles we have observed in Scripture. These
guidelines encompass essentially what has commonly been termed the grammatice-historical
method, in conirast to the historical-critical method (formerty called the *higher criticism™)
that arose out of the Enlighterunent project.

The two major hermencutical methods we have just mentioned—théistorical-critical
method and the historico-grammatical (alsc called the historical-Bibical)*—may be
schematically contrasted by means of the accompanying chart.

A Contrast of the Two Major Modern Hermeneutical Methods

Historical-Critical Method Historical-Biblical Method

A. Definition: The attempt to verify the A. Definition: The attempt to
wuthfulness and understand the meaning  understand the meaning of biblical data

of biblical data on the basis of the by means of methodolegical
principles and procedures of secular considerations arising from Scripture
historical science. alone,

HLarkin, Cuiture and Biblical Hermeneutics, 96, usas the term “grammatical-historical-
literary method”; an even more complete designation would add the word “theological,”
resulting in rather unwiclkdy nomenclature: “the grammatical-historical-literary-theological
method.” For parposes of brevity, and in order to highlight the essential distinction between
this method and the historicat-critical method, I have retained the term “historical™ but added
the term “biblical” in place of “critical.”
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B. Objective: To arrive at the cotrect
mearing of Scripture, which is the
human author’s intention as understood
by his conteinporaries,

C. Basic Presnppositions:

1. Secular oorm: The principles and
procedures of secular historical science
constitute the externzl norm and proper
method for evaluating the truthfiulness
and uterpreting the meaning of biblical
data.

2. Prixciple of eriticism
{methodological doubt); the amtonomy of
the humnan investigator to interrogate and
evaluate on his own apart from the
specific declarations of the biblical text.

3. Principle of analegy: present
experience is the criterion of evaluating
the probability of biblical events to have
occurzed, since all events are in principle
simiar.

4. Priaciple of correlation (or
causation): a closed system of cause and
effect with po room for the supernatural
intervention of God in history.

5. Disunity of Scripture, since its
prediction involved many human authors
or redactots; Scripture therefore cannot
be compared with Scripture (*proct-
texts™) 1o arrive at a unified biblicat

teaching .

B. Ohjective: To arrive at the correct
meaning of Scripture, which is what God
intended to communicate, whether or not
it is fully kmown by the buman author or
his contemporaties (1 Peter 1:10-12).

C. Basic Presuppositions:

1. Sola Scriptura: The authority and
unity of Scripture are such that Scriptore
is the final norm with regard to content
and method of interpretation. (Isa 8:20)

2. The Bible is the ultimate authority
and is pot amenable to the principle of
criticism: biblical data is accepted at face
value and not subjected to an external
norm 1o determine ithfulness,
adequacy, validity, intetligibility, etc.
(Ise 66:2)

3. Suspension of the compelling
principles of analopy to allow for the
unique activity of God as described in
Scripere and in the process of the
formation of Scripture. (2 Pet 1:19-21)

4, Suspension of the principle of
correlation (ot namiral cause and effecr)
to altow for the divine ittervention in
histary as described in Scripture.

(Heb 1:1-2)

5. Unity of Scripture, since the many
tuman authors are superintencled by one
divine anthor; therefore Scripture can be
compared with Scripture to arrive at
biblical doetrine. (Luke 24:27; 1 Cor
2:13)



6. “Time-conditioned” or
“culmrally-conditioned” nature of
Scripiure; the historical contexs is
responsible for the production of
Scripture.

7. The human and divine elements of
Scriprure must be distinguished and
separated:; the Bible contains but does
rot equal the Word of God.

D. Basic Hermeneutical Procedures:

1. Literary (source) criticism: The
atiempt to hypothetically reconstruct and
understand the process of literary
development leading to the present form
of the text, based on the assumption that
sources are a produst of the life setting
of the community which produced them
(often in opposition to specific Seriptral
statements regarding the origin and
nature of the sources. )

2. Form criticdsm: The attempt to
provide a conjectured reconstruction of
the process of pre-literary {oral)
development behind the various literary
form, based upon the assumption that the
biblical material has an oral pre-history
like conventional folk-titerature and like
folk-literantre arises on the basis of
traditions which are formed according to
the laws inherent in the development of
folk fraditions.
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6. Timeless nature of Scripture: God
speaks through the prophet to a specific
culture, yet the message transcends
cultural backgrounds as timeless truth,
(John 10:35}

7. The divine and human elements in
Scripture cannod be distinguished or
separated: the Bible equals the Word of
God. (2 Tim 3:16, 17)

D. Basic Hermeneutical Procedures:

1, Literary analysis: Examination of
the ltterary characteristics of the bibical
maierials in their canonical form,
accepting as a unity those units of
Scripture that are presented as such, and
accepting at face value the specific
Scriptural statements regarding the
origins and nature of the biblical
materials.

7. Form analysis: An ademgt to
describe and classify the varions rypes of
literature found in (the canonical form
of) Scripture, accepting at face value the
life setting for each form as indicated by
the biblical data.
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3. Redaction criticism: The atternpt
to discover and describe the life setting,
sociological and theological motivations
which determined the basis upon which
the redactor selected, modified,
reconstructed, edited, altered or added to
traditional materials in order to make
them say what was appropriate within his
new life sething according (o pew
theological concerns; assumes that each
redtactor has 2 unique theology and life
setting which differs from (and may
contradict) his sources and other
redactors.

4. Tradition history: The attempt to
trace the precompositional history of
traditions from stage to stage as passed
down by word of mouth from generation
10 generation to the final written form;
based upon the assumption that each
generation interpretively reshaped the
Tmaterial,

5. Canon criticisin: The attempi to
reconstruct the life setting (sociological
and theological forces) in the synagegue
and the Early Church that detzemined the
present shape and contents of the biblical
<anon; assumes that human forces
explain the canonization process.

Notice the differences in definition, objective, and basic presuppositions. With regard

to the presuppositions of the historical-critical method the first (“secular norm™) represents the

3. Theological analysis of Biblical
books: A study of the particalar
theological emphasis of each Bible writer
{according to his own mind set and
capacity to understand), seen within the
fatger context of the unity of the whole
Scripture that aows the Bible to be its
own imlerpreter and the various
theological emphases to be in harmony
with each other.

4. Diachronic (thematic) analysis:
The atternpt to trace the development of
various themes and motives
chronolegically (through the Bible in its
canonical form); based upon the
Scriptural position that Ged gives added
{progressive) revelation to later
generations, which, however, is in full
harmony with all previous revelation.

5. History of the canon;
Examination of the process of
canonization of Scriptire, assuming that
the criteria for canonicity are inherent in
the biblical materials as inspired by God,
and that the Holy Spirit guided the
Jewish and Christian commmnities 1o
recognize these canonical books which
preserved the wimess of the OT prophets
and the NT apaostles.

basic orientation point of the method: “human reason and the supremacy of reason as the
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ultimate criterion of truth.™* Presuppositions 2-4 indicate the crucial underlying principles of
the method {see the classic formulation of these by Ernst Troeltzseh in 1913); and the last three
indicate bow the method leads to the dissolution of the unity, timeless relevance, and full
authority of Scripture.

Nete how tie historical-biblical approach to hermeneutics rejects each of these
presuppositions based upon biblical evidence. With regard to the principle of criticism in
particular, Gerhard Maier, a noted German scholar whky broke with the historical-critical
method, writes: “a critical method must fail, because it represents an inner impossibifity. For
the correlative or connisrpeint to revelation is not critique, but obedience; it is not correction
of the text—nbeven on the basis of a partially recognizesd an applied revelation—buit is a let-
me-be-corrected. "%

As to the basic hermeneutical procedures, note how both methods analyze historical
comext, literary features, genre or liierary type, theology of the writer, the development of
themes, and the process of canonization. But the historical-biblical approach rejects the
principle of criticism; it analyzes, but refuses 1o critigue the Bible; it accepts the text of
Scriptare ar face value as true, and refiises o engage in the three-fold process of dissection,
cenjecture, and hypothetical reconstruction (often contrary to the claims of the text) that is at

the heart of all historical-critical analysis.

“Bdgar V. McKnight, Post-Modern Use of the Bible: The Emergence of Reader-
Oriented Criticism (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1988), 45.

“Gerhard Maier, The End of the Historical Critical Method (S1. Louis: Concordia,
1977, 23,
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Some evangelical scholars i recent decades have attempted to “rehabifitate” the
historical-critical method by removing its anti-supernatural bias and ather objectionable
features and still retain the method. However, this is not really possible, because
presuppasitions and method are inextricably interwoven. The basis of the historical-critical
method is secular historical science, which by its very nature methodologically excludes the
supernamral aid instead seeks natural causes for historical events,

The central presupposition of the historical-critical method is the principle of
criticism, according to which nothing is accepted at face value but everything must be
verified or corrected by reexamining the evidence. The Bible is always open to correction and
therefore the human inferpreter is the final determiner of cruth, and his reasor or experience
the final test of the authenticity of a passage. As long as this basic principle is retained even to
the slightest degree, the danper of the historical-critica] method has not been averied, even
though the supernatural element in theory may be accepted. And if this principle of criticism
is removed, it ceases to be a historical-critical method. The presence or absence of the
fundamental principle of criticise is really the litmws test of whether or not critical
methodotogy is being employed. Seventh-day Adventists have taken an official stand againse

even a modified version of the historical-critical method which retains the principle of

“The word “criticism™ is used here in its technical sense of Cartesian “methodological
doubt.” See Edgar Krentz, The Historical-Critical Meriod, Fortress Guides to Biblical
Scholarship (Philadelphia: Fortress, 19753, 56-57.
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criticism: “Even a modified use of this {the historical-critical] method that retains the principle
of criticism which subordinates the Bible to hurnan reason is unacceptable to Adventists. ™

Those who follow the historical-biblical method apply the same stdy fools utilized in
historical criticism. There is careful attention given to historical, literary and linguistic,
grammatical-syntactical, and theological details, as we have cutlined in the previous section of
this paper. But while utilizing the gains brought about by the historical-critical method in
sharpening various study tools for analysis of the biblical text, there is a consistent intent if
historical-biblical sty o eliminate the element of criticism that stands as judge upon the
Word.

There is a major recent paradigm shift in critical biblical studies toward various new
literary-critical hermeneutical approaches. These critical procedures usuaily do not deny the
results of historical-criticism, oor abandon the central principle of criticism, but rather bracket
out the historical questions concerning of the historical development of the biblical text and
concentrale upon its final canonical shape.

Marny of these literary-critical hermenentical approaches focus upon the finat form of
the biblical text as a literary work of art. These include such (overlapping) procedures as
rhetorical criticism (James Muilenberg), New Literary criticism (Robert Alter), and cloge
reading (Meir Weiss}). Commen te all of these is the concern for the text as a finished work of
art. The literary productions of the Bible are usually divorced from history and regarded as

wotks of fiction or myth, with their own *autonomous imaginative universe” and “iritation of

“)\fethods of Bible Study Commitres Report, approved at Annmal Council, 1986,
printed in Adventist Review, 22 Jamuary 1987, p. 5.
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reality.” Emphasis is placed upon the various literary conventions utilized (comsciously or
unconsciously) by the writer as he crafts ihe biblical “story” into a literary work of art. While
many of the tools and technigues of these new literary approaches to Scripture are valuable in
recognizing the intricate Hierary qualities of hiblical materials, and the new trend toward
examining the final form of the biblical text is encouraging, one who wishes to remain faithful
1o the biblical principles of hermeneutics will not divorce these inspired literary productions
from history, but will accept them as both beautiful literatare and accurate historical accounts.

Another recent synchronic approach (i.e., an approach which deals with the final form
of the text) is structuralism. Biblical structuralism builds wpon modetn linguistic theory
tathered by the French theorist Claude Levi-Stranss, and has been developed in the USA by
such scholars as Daniel Patte. Its main purpose is to “decode™ the text to uncover the
subconscious “deep-structures” universally inhereot in language that determmistically impose
themselves upen the writer. The divine absolute in this method is replaced by an absolute
from below—theleep structures of language. A related literary appreach is semiotics, or “sign-
theory,” fathered by Ferdinand de Saussure and Charles S. Pierce, which focuses upon the
linguistic codes that form the framework within which the message of the text is given {much
like the musical staff and clef in music where the specific notes may be ptaced). The concern
of these approaches is npon neither the history nor the meaning of the text, but upon the layers
of linguistic structures or sign-systems underlying the message.

In recent decades there have been developed a punber of other approaches to Scripture
that retain the critical presuppositions of the historical-critical method, but focus aftention upon
other goals than hypothetically reconstructing the historical development of the biblical text,
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Some of these postmodern approaches build upon new trends that have been mentioned in
previous paragraphs. Major examples include the following: philosophicai hermeneutics (the
metactitical hermeneutical theory of Gadamer and the hermencutic of suspicion and retrieval of
Ricoeur); hermeneutics of socio-critical theoty, inchuding sociological criticism (Gotrwald),
liberation (Guiterez) and feminist hermeneutic (Trible); reader-response criticism (McKnight),
and deconstructionism (Derrida).

In these postmodern methodologies, no longer is there a single objective, normative
meaning of Scripture: rather there is a feminist reading, a black reading, an Asian reading, a
Lutheran reading, etc. All are seen to have their own validity as the reader’s horizon merges
with the horizon of the biblical text. All of these latter approaches tend to have some external
norm—be iphilosophy, sociology, Marxist political theory, feminism, or the subjectivism of
the reader—whiclreptaces the sola Scriptura principle and relativizes Scripture.

The interpreter who wishes to he faithful to biblical hermeneutical principles can agree
with the importance of personal, experiential engagement with the text in one’s interpretation
of Scripture, and can affirm the possibility of different individuals or cultures feom different
backgrouns or perspectives grasping more fully different aspects of the biblical message. At
the same time, the principle of sola Scripura and the absalute (non-relativistic) nature of the

Bible as the propositional Word of God must remain intace.
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